
 

Q1 Writing Focus: Informative/Expository 
Driving Question: What happens when life changes direction? 

1st 

Quarter 
Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 

Understandings 
Essential 
Questions 

 Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
1-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Reading:  

Guts, The Story 
Behind the 
Hatchet Series, 
Gary Paulsen 
(1020L, Fiction)  

or Hatchet, Gary 
Paulsen (1020L, 
Fiction)  

 

The Cay, 
Theodore Taylor 
(860L, Fiction)  

Shorter Texts:  

6.RL.KID.2 Determine 
a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary.  
ACT-IDT 301 
 

6.RL.KID.3 Describe 
how the plot of a story or 
drama unfolds, as well 
as how the characters 
respond or change as 
the plot moves toward 
a resolution.   
ACT-REL 301 
ACT-REL 302 
 

6.RL.CS.6 Explain how 
an author establishes 

Students will 
Understand and 
implement close 
reading techniques.   
 
Determine a theme 
of a text and analyze 
its development   
 
Describe how 
characters 
respond or 
change as the 
plot moves 
toward a 
resolution   
 
Explain how an 
author establishes 
point of view   
 

Writers construct 
stories that 
communicate ideas. 
 
Readers determine 
morals of stories, 
connecting to their 
everyday lives. 
 
Determining the point 
of view of a narrative is 
crucial to 
understanding related 
literary elements such 
as characterization and 
theme. 
 
Determining the impact 
of story structure in a 
text is a critical method 
for analyzing story 

How do writers 
communicate a 
theme?  
 
How do writers 
incorporate 
morals as an 
underlying 
message in 
their stories?  
 
Why are people 
interested in 
learning about 
the lives of 
writers?  
 
What can non-
writers learn 
from reading 
about writers?  
 
What 
connection do 

Theme 
Objective 
Summary 
Plot 
Resolution 
Convey 
Point of View 
Elaborate 
 
catastrophic 
expression 
confluence 
sheepishly 
inconvenience 

raggedy alley 
nonsense 
germs 
invisible  

Write an 
informative/explanatory 
essay in which you 
explain how Gary 
Paulsen, the author of 
Hatchet, faces a life-
changing experience, 
and analyze the impact 
of these changes on 
his life. Your essay 
should include an 
introductory paragraph, 
multiple body 
paragraphs, and a 
concluding paragraph. 
The essay should 
include multiple 
quotations from Guts 
or Hatchet to back up 
your points.  
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 



“Eleven” (1070L, 
Fiction)  

Passages from 
Hatchet, for 
example: 

Chp. 1, 
Paragraphs 10-
14 

Chp. 5, 
Paragraph 48 

Chp. 8, 
Paragraph 12 

Chp. 13, 
Paragraphs 35-
29 

Chp. 19, 
Paragraphs 8-9 

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material 

and conveys the point 
of view of the narrator 
or speaker in a text.  
ACT-PPV 301  

 
6.W.TTP.2A Introduce a 
topic clearly, using the 
introduction to prepare 
the reader for what is to 
follow. 
 
6.W.TTP.2C Develop 
the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. 
 
6.W.TTP.2D 
Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the 
topic and the source 
material.  
ACT-FOC 301 
        -ORG 301, 302, 
303 
        -DEV 301 

 

Explain how an 
author conveys point 
of view   
 
Write a clear, 
effective topic 
sentence that 
introduces the topic 
of a paragraph   
 
Cite textual 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions   
 
Vary sentence 
structure   
 
Maintain a consistent 
style and tone when 
writing 

structure and its effect 
on readers. 
 
To go beyond literal 
understanding by 
interpreting similes and 
other figurative 
language is an 
essential skill for 
readers.  
 
Students will gain 
understanding and 
ability to recognize, 
interpret, and 
appreciate figures of 
speech. 
 
  
 
 

you think there 
might be for 
Gary Paulsen 
between being 
a volunteer 
emergency 
worker and 
being a 
novelist? 
 
In your opinion, 
which is a more 
interesting 
read: a fictional 
adventure or 
the real 
adventures of 
the writer who 
wrote the 
fictional 
adventure? 
Explain. 
 

extensive 
amphibious 
obvious 
motivated 
asset  

 

  

 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 1 & 2 

 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 
Comprehension 
Assessment from 
Guts: True Stories 
Behind Hatchet and 
the Brian Books 
 
 

Weeks 
3-5 

Major Reading:  6.RL.CS.5 Analyze how 
a particular I can 
sentence, chapter, 

Students will: 
 
Understand and 

Students will 
understand that Story 
Structure includes 

 
The Cay: 

Figurative 
Language: 
Simile 

Study Sync Close 
Read Assignment: The 
central idea of a text 



The Cay, 
Theodore Taylor 
(860L, Fiction)  

Shorter Texts:  

From Island of 
the Blue 
Dolphins, Scott 
O’Dell (940L, 
Fiction  

From The 
Father of 
Chinese 
Aviation, 
Rebecca Maksel 
(1330L, 
Informational)  

Passages from 
The Cay • 
Chapter 4 
excerpt in Study 
Sync 

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material 

 

 

scene, or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or plot  
ACT-TST 201 
         TST 301 
 

6.RI.KID.2 Determine a 
central idea of a • text 
and how it is conveyed 
through details; provide 
an objective summary.  
ACT-IDT 301 
 

6.RI.KID.3 Analyze in 
detail how a key 
individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, 
illustrated, and 
developed in a text.  
ACT-REL 301 
        REL 302 
 

6.RI.CS.4: Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative, 
connotative, and 
technical meanings. 
ACT-WME 301 
 

6.W.TTP.2A Introduce 

implement close 
reading techniques 
 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development 
 
Cite textual evidence 
to support 
conclusions  
 
Analyze how the 
structure of a text 
contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or 
plot  
 
Analyze how a key 
individual or idea is 
introduced 
 
Analyze how a key 
individual is 
illustrated and 
developed in a text 
 
Analyze the impact of 
specific word choices  
 
Write an effective 
thesis statement 
 
Effectively integrate 
both full and partial 
quotations  
 
Use appropriate  
transitions to create 

exposition, rising 
action, climax, falling 
action, and resolution. 
 
Students will 
understand that the 
Point of View reflects 
who is telling the story 
and what inferences 
can be made from a 
point of view. 
 
Students will 
understand how to 
determine the 
Central/Main Idea of a 
story or text. 
 
Students will 
understand how to use 
Textual Evidence to 
support inferences 
from text or story. 
 

Thrown 
together by dire 
circumstances, 
Philip and 
Timothy are 
forced to 
confront their 
differences. 
What are these 
differences, and 
what affect do 
they have on 
the way this 
unlikely pair 
relates? 
 
Underneath 
Phillip's 
prejudices, is 
he a likable 
person? Do you 
think he's 
capable of 
changing the 
way he thinks 
about people of 
another race?  
 
 
 
 
Island of the 
Blue Dolphin: 
Why would it be 
hard for Juana 
to survive? 
 
What skills 
would she need 
to survive? 

Metaphor 
Onomatopoeia 
Hyperbole 
Idiom 
Pun 
Personification 
 
 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 3 & 4 
 
Unit 1 Review 

tells you what it is 
mostly about. The 
supporting details help 
you understand the 
central idea. Use your 
understanding of 
textual evidence to 
help you find the 
central idea that 
emerges in the article 
“The Father of 
Aviation.” Provide two 
or more pieces of 
evidence from the text 
to support your idea.  
 
Study Sync Library 
Prompt 1, after 
Chapter 4: Thrown 
together by dire 
circumstances, Philip 
and Timothy are forced 
to confront their 
differences. What are 
these differences, and 
what affect do they 
have on the way this 
unlikely pair relates? In 
300 words or more, 
write a comparison 
essay of the two 
characters, using 
example from The 
Cay.  
 
Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 



a topic clearly, using 
the introduction to 
prepare the reader for 
what is to follow. 
ACT - FOC 301 
 

6.W.TTP.2B Organize 
ideas, concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies to 
create cohesion and 
aid in comprehension.  
ACT – ORG 301 
 

6.W.TTP.2C Develop 
the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. 
ACT – ORG 301 
            DEV 301 
 
6.W.TTP.2E. Craft an 
effective and relevant 
conclusion. 
ACT – ORG 301 
            DEV 301 
  
6.W.TTP.2I. Use varied 
sentence structure to 
enhance meaning and 
reader interest  
ACT – ORI 302 
 

cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  
 
Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion.  
 
Vary their sentence 
structure  
 
Maintain a consistent 
style and understand 
and implement tone 
when writing  

 

 
Do you think 
she wanted to 
be rescued? 
Why or why 
not?  
 

 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 
 
 



 
Weeks  
6 - 7 

Major Reading:  

The Cay, 
Theodore text, 
including 
figurative and 
connotative 
Taylor (860L, 
Fiction)  

Required 
Shorter 
Reading: 

“The Road Not 
Taken” 

Poetry 

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material 

6.RL.CS.4 Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of 
specific word choices 
on meaning and tone, 
including allusions to 
other texts. 
ACT- WME 301  
 

6.RL.IKI.7 Compare 
and contrast the written 
version of a story, 
drama, or poem to the 
experience of listening 
to or viewing an audio, 
video, or live production 
of a text.  
ACT – SYN 201 
 
6.L.VAU.5 When 
reading, listening, 
writing, and speaking, 
explain the function of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, and 
connotation/denotation 
and use them correctly 
and effectively.  
ACT – WME 301 
 

Students will: 
 
Understand and 
implement close 
reading techniques  
 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text  

 
Analyze the impact of 
specific word choices 
on meaning and tone 

 
Compare and 
contrast the written 
version to the 
experience of 
listening to or viewing 
the text  

 
Explain and 
elaborate on 
evidence 

 
Cite textual evidence 
to support 
conclusions  

 
Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion  
 

 
 

Students will 
understand that 
choices made may 
have both positive and 
negative 
consequence/effects. 
 
Students will 
understand that writers 
use Poetic Structure to 
develop details in a 
text, as well as to 
provide better meaning 
and/or message in 
order for readers to 
better relate to a text. 

"Stay alive, 
young bahss, 
dat's what we 
'ave to do," 
Timothy tells 
Philip. Imagine 
you are 
shipwrecked on 
an island, 
alone, what is 
your plan for 
survival? 
Students can 
research other 
real-life stories 
of people who 
lived through 
shipwrecks for 
inspiration. 
 
“The Road Not 
Taken”: 
 
Have you ever 
experienced a 
choice like the 
one the 
speaker of this 
poem faces? 
 
Which choice 
did you make, 
and what were 
its effects? 
 
What effects do 
you think the 
other choice 

Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 5 & 6 
 

Study Sync Close 
Read Assignment: 
How does Robert 
Frost’s use of poetic 
structure and poetic 
elements in “The Road 
Not Taken” support the 
poem’s meaning in 
both the print and 
audio versions of the 
poem? Explain what 
you believe the poem 
means, and how the 
poem’s meaning is 
shaped by at least one 
aspect of poetic 
structure and at least 
one poetic element. 
Examine whether or 
not you experience 
these differently when 
you listen to the audio 
version, and whether 
hearing the poem read 
aloud changes your 
understanding of its 
meaning. Introduce 
your response with a 
thesis statement, and 
support your ideas with 
clearly organized 
details and quotations 
from the text.  
 
Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 



6.W.TTP.2D 
Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the 
topic and the source 
material.  
ACT – FOC 301 
 
6.W.TTP.2E Craft an 
effective and relevant 
conclusion.  
ACT – ORG 301 

might have 
had? 
 
What advice do 
you have for 
people who 
face hard 
choices? 
 
 

 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 
 

Week 8 Culmination of 
all texts.  

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material 

 

W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, including 
the I can Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing and to 
collaborate with others; 
type a complete 
product in a single 
sitting as defined in 
W.1-3. 
ACT – FOC 301 
 

6.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory  
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant 
content.  

Students will: 
 
Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to 
prepare the reader 
for what is to follow.  
 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies to 
create cohesion and 
aid in 
comprehension.  
 
Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples.  
 

Students determine 
how fictional 
characters and real 
people adapt and 
succeed when life 
suddenly changes 
direction. 
 
Student will 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
features of 
informative/explanatory 
writing. 
 
Students analyze the 
prompt and generate 
information for their 
informative/explanatory 
essay. 
 
Students participate 
effectively in a range of 

What are 
common 
themes and 
lessons they 
found in their 
texts?  
 
What additional 
connections 
could possibly 
be made from 
the texts? 
 

Analyze 
Impact 
Emerging 
Thesis 
Summarize 
Paraphrase 
Quotation 
Introduction 
Conclusion 
Bibliography 
Works Cited 
 
 
Study Sync  
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 7 & 8 

Q1 Extended Writing: 
Write a multi-
paragraph expository 
essay in which you 
identify three different 
people from Hatchet 
and two other texts in 
this unit, identify the 
life- changing event 
each person, identify 
the life-changing event 
each person 
experienced, then 
analyze the impacts of 
those life-changing 
experiences. Be sure 
to discuss 
commonalities and 
emerging patterns in 
these life experiences.  
 
 



a) Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to prepare 
the reader for what is to 
follow.  
b) Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies to 
create cohesion and 
aid in comprehension.  
c) Develop the topic 
with relevant 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information • and 
examples.  
d) Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the 
topic and the source 
material.  
e) Craft an effective 
and relevant 
conclusion.  
f)  Include formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
appropriate.  
g)  Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the 

Thoroughly and 
accurately explain 
and elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a 
clear understanding 
of the topic and the 
source material.  
 
Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion. 
 
Include formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
appropriate.  
 
Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  
 
Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary.  
 
Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest. 
 
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style.  
 
 
 

conversations and 
collaborations to 
express ideas and 
build upon the ideas of 
others. 
 
 

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 
  
  
 
 



relationships among 
ideas and concepts.  
h) Use precise 
language and domain- 
specific vocabulary.  
i) Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest.  
j) Establish and 
maintain a formal style.  
ACT – FOC 301 

Week 9 Major Reading: 

Students begin 
reading The 
Lightning Thief 
in preparation 
for Q2  

Shorter Reading 
Text: 

Students 
independently 
find websites, 
books, articles, 
and other texts 
to support their 
research 
question  

 

 

W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, including 
the I can Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing • and to 
collaborate with others; 
type a complete 
product in a single 
setting as defined in 
W.1-3.  
ACT – FOC 301 
 

6.W.RBPK.7 Conduct 
research to answer a 
question, drawing on 
multiple sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.  
ACT – FOC 301 
 
6.W.RBPK.8 Integrate 
relevant and credible 
information from print 

Students will: 
 
Conduct research to 
answer a question 
 
Draw on multiple 
sources for 
information 
 
Focus research 
question, topic, and 
task. 
 
Integrate relevant 
and credible 
information from print 
and digital sources 
 
Quote or paraphrase 
data and conclusions 
of others 
 
Avoid plagiarism 
 
Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information for 

Students will consider 
how much control they 
have over the turning 
points in their lives, 
and will come to see 
that they control the 
way they react to 
events, and thus 
control their effect on 
their lives. 
 
 

What is the 
most interesting 
or surprising 
lesson this unit 
has taught you 
about the 
effects of life-
changing 
events? 
 
What topics 
from the 
reading are you 
most interested 
in learning 
more about? 
 
 
 

Plagiarism 
Credible 
Relevant 
 
 
Study Sync  
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 9 
 
Unit 2 Review 

 
Choose a historical or 
political event from the 
last five years that 
resulted in a major 
turning point for our 
country. Describe the 
causes of the event, 
and explain its 
outcome  
 
Extreme weather 
events and other 
occurrences in  
nature can cause 
many lives to change 
direction. Research an 
extreme weather event 
or other event in nature 
that altered the course 
of people’s lives.  
 
Possible research 
topics for The Cay: 
Hurricanes, Coral 
Reefs, Malaria, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following 
standards are 

 
Reading Literature/Informational Text 
6.RL/RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual evidence to support conclusions.  
6.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual release 
of scaffolding at the high end as needed.  
6.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual 
release of scaffolding at the high end as needed.  
 
 

and digital sources; 
quote or paraphrase 
the data and 
conclusions of others 
while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
providing basic 
bibliographic 
information for sources.  
ACT – FOC 301 
 
6.W.RBPK.9 Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, or 
research with evidence 
found in literature or 
informational texts, 
applying grade 6 
standards for reading.  
ACT – FOC 301 
 
6.SL.PKI.5 Include 
multimedia components 
and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information.  
 

sources 
 
Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, 
or research with 
evidence 
 
Include multimedia 
and visual displays 
into presentations to 
clarify information. 

Sharks, German 
Submarines  
 
Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 



taught and 
reinforced 

every 
quarter: 

Writing 
6.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  
• 6.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 6.)  
• 6.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions o 6th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly.  
• 6.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main 
ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
• 6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
 
Language 
• 6.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage.  
a. When reading or listening, explain the function of pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent agreement). b. When writing or 
speaking, use pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent agreement) effectively. 
c. When reading and listening, explain the function of phrases and clauses. 
d. When writing or speaking, use simple, compound, and complex sentences.  
• 6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading or writing, 
explain the functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off parenthetical elements and use them correctly to do so.  
• 6.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style; maintain consistency in style and 
tone.  
• 6.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 6th grade-level text by choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  
a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. c. Consult reference materials, both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase.  
• 6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain- specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
 

6th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 
                     

 



 
 

6th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 
 

Q2 Writing Focus: Informative/Expository and Argumentative  
Driving Question: How does history inform and inspire us?  

2nd 

Quarter 
Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 

Understandings 
Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major 
Reading:  

The Lightning 
Thief  

(740L, 
Fiction)  

Shorter 
Texts:  

 “Perseus” 
(Poetry)  

 “Heroes 
Every Child 
Should Know: 
Perseus” 

6.RL.KID.2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development 
over the course 
of the text; 
provide an 
objective 
summary  
ACT-IDT 301 
 
6.RL.CS.4 
Determine the 
meaning of 
words and 
phrases as they 
are used in a 

Students will: 
 
Understand and 
implement close 
reading techniques.  
 
Determine a theme of 
a text and analyze its 
development  
 
Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are 
used in a text  
 

Compare and contrast 
texts in different forms 
or genres  

Students will 
understand  key 
ideas expressed, 
demonstrating an 
understanding of 
multiple 
perspectives 
through reflection 
and paraphrasing.  
 
Students will 
understand how 
the setting of a 
story affects 
character 
development and 
reader’s 
understanding. 

The Lightning 
Thief  

How does 
Percy's 
relationship with 
his mom differ 
from his 
relationship with 
his dad? 

How does the 
setting affect both 
Percy and his 
mom? 

What do the 
comments 

 
Compare 
Contrast 
Connotation 
Denotation 
Paraphrasing 
Reflection 
 
fortunate 
abandoned 
rebellious 
dyslexic 
hyperactive 
resented 
hallucination 
gelid torpidly 
scathing dire 
festers  
immortal  

 

StudySync Close 
Read Assignment: 
More than 
anything, 
“Perseus” shares 
with readers the 
inner struggle of a 
hero who finds that 
he is perhaps more 
like his bloodthirsty 
enemy than he 
realized. Trace the 
tone conveyed 
throughout the 
poem. How does 
the tone of the 
poem help readers 
better understand 
Perseus’s conflict? 



(950L, 
Informational) 

 

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material  

 

 

text, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings; 
analyze the 
impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and 
tone,  
including 
allusions to other 
texts.  
ACT-WME 301 
 

6.RL.IKI.9 
Compare and 
contrast texts in 
different forms or 
genres in terms 
of their 
approaches to 
similar themes 
and topics.  
ACT- SYN 201 
 

6.W.TTP.2B 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective 
strategies 
to create 
cohesion and aid 
in 
comprehension.  
ACT – FOC 301 

Compare and contrast 
approaches to similar 
themes and topics 
 

Cite textual evidence 
to support conclusions  

Write a clear, effective 
topic sentence that 
introduces the topic of 
a paragraph 

Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies to 
create cohesion and 
aid in comprehension  

Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples of figurative 
language, word 
relationships, and 
connotation/denotation 
and use them correctly 
and effectively.  

Vary my sentence 
structure  

Maintain a consistent 
style and tone when 
writing  

Determining tone 
in poetry allows 
readers to 
drawconclusions 
about elements 
such as word 
choice and 
sentence structure. 

In order to 
determine word 
meaning, readers 
must combine 
context clues with 
prior knowledge. 

Plot episodes drive 
characters toward 
change and move 
conflicts toward 
resolution. 

Analyze the 
significance of 
similarities and 
differences 
between two 
items. 

 

 

Percy's mother 
makes about his 
father reveal 
about the quality 
of their 
relationship? 

“Perseus” 
(Poetry) 

How does the 
poet’s choice of 
words and 
phrases, in both 
their denotative 
and connotative 
meanings, 
support this tone 
and help readers 
compare and 
contrast both 
sides of a hero?  

 

scimitar  
relent  
renown 
reproaches  
brazen  
 
 
 
Study Sync  
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 9 & 10 
 

Support writing 
with specific 
examples from the 
text.  

StudySync Close 
Read Assignment: 
Compare and 
contrast how the 
shared plot events 
in the poem 
“Perseus” and the 
myth “Heroes 
Every Child Should 
Know: Perseus” 
affect the character 
of Perseus, as well 
as how he changes 
as a result. In your 
response, analyze 
what Perseus 
learns about 
himself in each 
text, along with 
how that realization 
impacts the 
resolution shared 
with readers, and 
support writing with 
evidence from the 
text.  

Study Sync 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 



 
6.W.TTP.2C 
Develop the 
topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or 
other information 
and examples. 
ACT – FOC 301  
 

6.L.VAU.5 When 
reading, 
listening, writing, 
and speaking, 
explain the 
function  
ACT-301, 302 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up 
Skills Check 

 

 

Weeks 
4 -5 

Major 
Reading:  

The Lightning 
Thief  

(740L, 
Fiction)  

Shorter 
Texts: 

6.RL.CS.5 
Analyze how a 
particular 
sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza 
fits into he overall 
structure of a text 
and contributes to 
the development 
of the theme, 
setting, or plot.  

Students will: 

Understand and 
implement close 
reading techniques 

Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development 

Students will know 
and understand 
how to use 
concrete strategies 
for identifying 
textual evidence. 
 
Students will 
understand that 
making literary 
inferences is a skill 
that applies all the 

What is textual 
evidence?   

What is one kind 
of textual 
evidence?  

How do you find 
textual 
evidence?   
 
How does a 
reader make an 
inference? 

 
Inference 
 
Explicit Evidence 
 
Textual Evidence 
 
Prior Knowledge 
 
Point of View: 
Third-person 
Omniscient, 

StudySync Close 
Read Assignment: 
Isaacson makes 
the argument that 
the pyramids at 
Giza serve as 
timeless instructors 
to the masses 
about the elements 
of great art. Do you 
find Isaacson’s 
argument about 
the qualities and 
impact of the 



Excerpt from 
“Mythology: 
Timeless 
Tales of Gods 
and 
Heroes” 
(960L, 
Informational)  

“The Hero 
Schliemann” 
(950L, 
Informational)  

Excerpt from 
A Short Walk 
Around the 
Pyramids & 
Through the 
World of Art 
(1120L, 
Informational)  

  

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material  

 

 

 

 

ACT–TST 201, 
301 

6.RL.IKI.7 
Compare and 
contrast the 
written version of 
a story, drama, or 
poem to the 
experience of 
listening to or 
viewing an audio, 
video, or live 
production of a 
text. 

ACT- SYN 201, 
301 

6.RI.KID.2 
Determine a 
central idea of a 
text and how it is 
conveyed through 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary.  

ACT-IDT 301 

6.RI.KID.3 
Analyze in detail 
how a key 
individual, event, 
or idea is 
introduced, 
illustrated, and 

Cite textual evidence 
to support conclusions  

Analyze how the 
structure of a text 
contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 

Explain how an author 
establishes and 
conveys 
the point of view. 

Write an effective 
thesis statement that 
clearly 
states the argument.  

Effectively integrate 
both full and partial 
quotations.  

Introduce claim(s).  

Support claim(s) with 
logical reasoning and 
relevant, sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge alternate 
or opposing claim(s).  

Vary my sentence 
structure.  

time when reading 
various text.  
 
Students will 
understand they 
must explain, 
elaborate, and 
support inferences 
with textual 
evidence. 
 
Students will 
understand the 
difference between 
what they read and 
what they view, as 
well as the 
reasons behind 
those differences.  
 
Students will 
understand how to 
analyze in more 
depth how a myth 
can be 
successfully retold 
and remade in a 
number of media. 
 
Students will 
understand how an 
author supports his 
or her purpose 
with a specific 
point of view. 

 
How does a 
reader prove that 
his or her 
inference is 
logical or 
plausible? 
 
How does the 
writer use textual 
evidence to 
support this 
inference about 
theme? 
 
What are some 
examples of 
inferences you 
make in your 
daily life? What 
evidence helps 
you support 
those inferences? 
 
What is first-
person point of 
view and how do 
you know when 
an author is using 
it? 
 
What is third-
person point of 
view and how do 
you know when 
an author is using 
it? 
 
What are the 
differences 

Limited, and 
Objective 
 
Affect/Effect 
 
apparition  
exulted  
henceforth 
vanquished 
annihilate  
artifacts 
architecture 
archaeologists 
vessels  
diadem  
proportions 
components 
harmonious 
primitive  
abstract  
 
 
 
Study Sync  
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 11 & 12 
 

pyramids 
persuasive? Why 
or why not? 
Explain Isaacson’s 
argument, 
including the 
relationship 
between his claim, 
reasons, and 
evidence. Use your 
understanding of 
argument and 
claim to evaluate 
Isaacson’s text. 
Support your 
writing with 
evidence from the 
text.  

Study Sync 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up 
Skills Check 

 

 



 developed in a 
text.  

ACT-REL 301, 
302 

6.RI.CS.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative, and 
technical 
meanings; 
analyze the 
impact of specific 
words choices, 
including allusions 
to other texts.  

ACT-WME 301 

6.RL.CS.6 Explain 
how an author 
establishes and 
conveys the point 
of view of the 
narrator or 
speaker in a text.  

ACT-PPV 301 

6.W.TTP.1 Write 
arguments to 
support claims 
with clear reasons 

Maintain a consistent 
style and tone when 
writing  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

among third-
person 
omniscient, 
limited, and 
objective points 
of view? 
 
How does point 
of view affect 
readers? 

 



and relevant 
evidence.  

ACT-EXJ 301 

        FOC 201 

Weeks 
6 - 7 

Culmination 
of all texts  

 

6.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce and 
publish writing 
and to collaborate 
with others; type a 
complete product 
in a single sitting 
as defined in W.1-
3.  

ACT-EXJ 301 

        FOC 301 

6.W.TTP.1 Write 
arguments to 
support 
claims with clear 
reasons and 
relevant 
evidence.  

Students will: 

Introduce claim(s). 

Support claim(s) with 
logical reasoning and 
relevant, sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge alternate 
or opposing claim(s).  

Use precise language 
and content-specific 
vocabulary.  

Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  

Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 

Students will 
understand that a 
thesis statement is 
the controlling idea 
used to maintain 
logical flow of 
progression in their 
writing. 

Students will 
understand how to 
use a variety of 
transitions when 
writing. 

Students will 
understand an 
effective 
introduction and  
conclusion is 

How well did you 
state your 
thesis/controlling 
idea and maintain 
your 
thesis/controlling 
idea with a logical 
progression of 
ideas from 
beginning to 
end?  

How well did you 
narrow your 
thesis/controlling 
idea so you can 
develop and 
elaborate the 
conclusion?  

How consistently 
did you use a 
variety of 
transitions?  

Writing Purpose 
 
Writing 
Organization 
 
Elaborte 
 
Explanation 
 
Claim 
 
Counterclaim or 
Counterarguement 
 
Reference Skills 
 
Context Clues 
 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 13 
 
Unit 3 Review 

Q2 Extended 
Writing Assignment 
(edited): Pick a 
moment in The 
Lightning Thief 
when Percy must 
overcome his own 
misgivings, poor 
judgment, or 
ignorance. Then, in 
an argumentative 
essay, compare 
Percy’s inner 
battles to the inner 
battles presented 
in one or more of 
the supplemental 
texts in the unit.  

What mental 
preparation is 
needed to achieve 



a) Introduce 
claim(s).  

b)  Support 
claim(s) with 
logical reasoning 
and relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing claim(s).  

c) Use precise 
language and 
content- specific 
vocabulary.  

d) Use 
appropriate 
transitions to 
create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts  

e) Use varied 
sentence structure 
to 
enhance meaning 
and reader 
interest.  

f) clearly and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among claim(s) 

meaning and reader 
interest. 

Organize the reasons 
and evidence clearly 
and clarify the 
relationships among 
claim(s) and reasons.  

Use credible sources 
and demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
topic or source 
material. Craft an 
effective and relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the argument 
presented 

Establish and maintain 
a formal style.   

Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion 
that supports the 
argument presented. 
 

Establish and maintain 
a formal style.  

 

 

 

 

required when 
writing.  

Students will 
undrstand they 
must elaborate 
from beginning to 
end when  writing 
a constructed 
response. 

Students will 
understand to 
manage their time 
carefully when 
writing in order to 
plan, write, revise, 
and edit the final 
draft of their 
writing. 

 

 

How effective 
was your 
introduction and 
your conclusion?  

How well did you 
integrate relevant 
and specific 
information from 
the sources?  

How well did you 
elaborate your 
ideas?  

How clearly did 
you state ideas 
using precise 
language that is 
appropriate for 
your audience 
and purpose?  

How well did you 
follow the rules of 
grammar usage, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
and spelling?  

a goal or win a 
fight? 

How can a 
character’s 
thoughts work 
against him or her?  

Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up 
Skills Check 

 



and 
reasons  

g) Use credible 
sources and 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the topic or source 
material.  

ACT-EXJ 301 

        FOC 301 

 
Weeks 
8 - 9 

Required 
Reading: 

Students 
independently 
find websites, 
books, 
articles, and 
other texts to 
support their 
research 
question  

Additional 
Selected 
Reading 
Material  

 

 

6.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce and 
publish writing 
and to collaborate 
with others; type a 
complete product 
in a single sitting 
as defined in W.1-
3.  

ACT- FOC 301 

6.W.RBPK.7 
Conduct research 
to answer 

 
a 

question, drawing 
on multiple 
sources 
and refocusing the 

Students will: 

Conduct research to 
answer a question. 

Draw on multiple 
sources.  

Refocus the research 
question when 
appropriate.  

Integrate relevant and 
credible information 
from print and digital 
sources. 

Quote or paraphrase 
data and conclusions 
of others.  

Avoid plagiarism 

Students wll 
understand that a 
close reading of 
text is required in 
order to analyze 
and evaluate 
author’s purpose 
and point of view. 

Students will 
understand how to 
formulate 
researchquestions 
for their topic.  
 
Students will know 
how to prepare 
questions, and 
know best places 
to search for 
information, as 

How does history 
inform and 
inspire us? 

How might two 
versions of the 
same story teach 
different lessons 
to present-day 
readers?  
 
How were the 
plot events and 
character 
portrayals similar 
in each version? 
How were they 
different? 
 
What past events 
have led to a 

Generate 
 
Relevant 
 
Irrelevant 
 
Credible 
 
Paraphrase 
 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 13 
 
Unit 3 Review 

Research and 
presentations 
based on teacher 
and student-
generated 
research questions 
related to the texts 
and topics in this 
unit  

Possible topics 
include:  

What past events 
have led to a 
change in a whole 
nation, culture, or 
religion? Choose 
one event that had 
such wide 
influence, and 
research the 
effects of that 
event. Explain how 



inquiry when 
appropriate  

6.W.RBPK.8 
Integrate relevant 
and 

 
credible 

information from 
print and digital 
sources; quote or 
paraphrase the 
data and 
conclusions of 
others while 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
providing basic 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources.  

6.W.RBPK.9 
Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, 
reflections, or 
research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational 
texts, applying 
grade 6 standards 
for reading.  

6.SL.PKI.5 
Include 
multimedia 
components and 
visual displays in 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources.  

Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, 
or research with 
evidence.  

Include multimedia 
and visual displays 
into presentations to 
clarify information.  

 

well as the most 
useful keywords to 
use in their 
research. 
 
Students will 
determine the type 
of resources 
available to them 
during the 
research process.  
 
Students will know 
to gather a 
selection of the 
following: print and 
digital text 
resources, video, 
audio recordings, 
graphics, and 
photos. 
 

 

 

change in a 
whole nation, 
culture, or 
religion? 
 
What influences 
of ancient 
cultures do you 
see in today’s 
society?  
 
How might past 
rulers inspire and 
influence 
present-day 
leaders?  
 

 

the event brought 
about that change.  

What influences of 
ancient cultures do 
you see in today’s 
society? Research 
similarities 
between one 
culture from the 
past and today’s 
society. Explain the 
impact that the 
ancient culture still 
has on our world 
today.  

What events in the 
past have changed 
or inspired your 
friends and family 
members? 
Interview someone 
you know well, and 
ask about which 
events really 
influenced his or 
her life, and how.  

Learn more about 
one of these 
events. Did it 
inspire other 
people as well? 
How? What might 
you and other 
people nowadays 



presentations to 
clarify information.  

 

 

 

 

learn from such an 
event?  

How might past 
rulers inspire and 
influence present-
day leaders? 
Research a current 
leader who has 
applied a past 
leader’s philosophy 
to his or her 
actions. Explain 
how the earlier 
leader influenced 
the present-day 
one. How might 
such an influence 
or inspiration be 
positive? How 
might it be 
negative?  

How might a 
monumental 
structure inform or 
inspire people or 
cultures? Research 
a building created 
long ago that has 
had a long-lasting 
impact. What was 
the original 
purpose of the 
structure? How is 
the building viewed 
today? How has 
the structure 



The 
following 
standards 

are 
taught 
and 

reinforced 
every 

quarter: 

Reading Informational Text 

6.RL/RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual evidence to support conclusions. 6.RL.RRTC.10 Read 
and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual release of scaffolding at the 
high end asneeded.  

6.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual 
release of scaffolding at the high end as needed.  

Writing  

6.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  

6.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 6.)  

helped shape 
history?  

 

StudySync Grade 
6 Unit 2 
Assessment  

Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up 
Skills Check 



6.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  

Speaking and Listening  

6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions o 6th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own ideasclearly.  

6.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas 
or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  

6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

Language 
6.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage.  

a. Whenreadingorlistening,explainthefunctionofpronouns(case,intensivepronouns,pronounantecedentagreement). b. When writing or speaking, 
use pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent agreement) effectively. 
c. When reading and listening, explain the function of phrases andclauses. 
d. When writing or speaking, use simple, compound, and complexsentences.  

6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading or writing, 
explain the functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off parenthetical elements and use them correctly to do so.  

6.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style; maintain consistency in style and 
tone.  

6.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 6th grade-level text by choosing 
flexibly from a range ofstrategies.  

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or aphrase. 
b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. c. 
Consultreferencematerials,bothprintanddigital,tofindthepronunciationofawordorphrase. 
d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain- specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
                                          
 
 
 

 6th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

                   6th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 

               Q3 Writing Focus: Argumentative 

                    Driving Question: What does it mean to be a hero? 

3rd 
Quarter 

Resources Standards Learning 
Target 

Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Required Reading:  

StudySync excerpt 
from Freedom 
Walkers (1110L, 
Informational)  

Required Shorter 
texts:  

“Celebrities as 
Heroes” (1120L, 
Informational) 
Point/Counterpoint  

Excerpt from An 
American Plague 

6.RI.CS.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative, and 
technical 
meanings; analyze 
the impact of 
specific words 
choices, including 
allusions to other 
texts.  

ACT – WME 301 

6.RI.CS.6 
Determine an 
author’s point of 

Students will: 

Understand 
and implement 
close reading 
techniques.  

Determine the 
meaning of 
words and 
phrases as 
they are used 
in a text  

Determine an 
author’s point 
of view or 
purpose 

The students 
will understand 
the bravery and 
courage it took 
for individuals 
to bring about 
change with 
regards to 
social 
injustices. 
 
Students will 
understand the 
signifigance of 
important 
historical 
events,  key 
information, 
characters, 
details, and 

Freedom 
Walkers 

What is the 
Thirteenth 
Amendment? 

What is the 
Fourteenth 
Amendment? 

What is the 
Fifteenth 
Amendment? 

How are the 
three 
amendments 
connected? 

civil action 

spontaneously 

confronting 

civics 

restricted 

entitled 

policy 

battery/battered 
segratated 

boycott 

amendment 

perseverance 

policy  

StudySync Close Read 
Assignment: The “Point” 
and “Counterpoint” 
authors offer two points 
of view regarding 
whether celebrities are 
heroes. Both offer 
reasons and evidence to 
support their claims. If 
you trace and evaluate 
the argument of each 
author, which author is 
most convincing? Which 
author most effectively 
uses reasons and 
evidence to support his 
or her claim? Is each 



(1090L, 
Informational)  

“My Father is a 
Simple Man” 
(Poetry)  

Additional 
Selected Reading 
Material  

 

 

 

 

view or purpose in 
a text and explain 
how it is conveyed 
in a text.  

ACT – PPV 301 

6.RI.IKI.8 Trace 
and evaluate the 
argument and 
specific claims in a 
text, distinguishing 
claims that are 
supported by 
reasons and 
evidence from 
claims that are 
not.  

ACT – SYN 201, 
301 

ARG – 201, 301 

6.RL.CS.5 
Analyze how a 
particular 
sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza 
fits into the overall 
structure of a text 
and contributes to 
the development 
of the theme, 
setting, or plot.  

ACT – TST 201, 
301 

Explain how 
an author’s 
point of view or 
purpose is 
conveyed  

Trace and 
evaluate the 
argument and 
specific claims 
in a text 
 

Distinguish 
claims that are 
supported by 
reasons and 
evidence from 
claims that are 
not 

Compare and 
contrast the 
written version 
of a text with 
the experience 
of listening to 
or viewing a 
text 

Support 
claim(s) with 
logical 
reasoning and 
relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 

connections 
between each 
in order to 
know what took 
place that 
brought about 
change. 
 
Students will 
understand the 
concept of real-
life heroes vs. 
imaginary or 
super heroes. 
 
Students will 
understand  
how to 
determining the 
central or main 
idea of an 
informational 
text in order to 
synthesize 
critical details 
and determine 
common 
elements. 
 
Students will 
understand 
how to trace 
and evaluate 
arguments and 
claims to 
determining 
whether an 
author’s point 
of view on a 

What rights do 
they 
guarantee? 

What are the 
necessary 
elements for 
bringing about 
social change? 

“Celebrities as 
Heroes”  

Is there 
anything about 
the text that you 
don't 
understand? 

Why do you 
think"Celebrities 
as Heroes" is 
the title of the 
text?  

What are the 
"Point" and 
"Counterpoint" 
arguments? 

 
 

civics  

battery  

entitled 

restricted  

celebrities 
sociologically 

dismissive 

idolized  

prestigious 

symptoms 

microscopic 

viruses 

organisms 
bacteria  

perpetual 

pomegranates 

pretense 

scholars 

fanfare  

 
 
 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 14 & 15 
 
 

claim fully supported by 
reasons and evidence? If 
not, which aspect of the 
particular claim remains 
unsupported? Use your 
understanding of purpose 
and point of view as you 
evaluate the argument in 
each passage. Support 
your opinion with textual 
evidence.  

StudySync Close Read 
Assignment rter  

The poem “My Father Is 
a Simple Man” ends with 
the speaker saying that 
he will “have learned 
what little/there is about 
greatness” when his 
father dies. What has the 
speaker learned about 
greatness from his 
father? Do you agree 
with the speaker that 
greatness is a topic 
about which there is 
“little” to learn? Why or 
why not? Use your 
understanding of theme 
and poetic structure to 
analyze the message of 
the poem. Support the 
ideas you express in your 



6.RL.IKI.7 
Compare and 
contrast the 
written version of a 
story, drama, or 
poem to the 
experience of 
listening to or 
viewing an audio, 
video, or live 
production of a 
text. 

ACT – 201, 301 

6.W. TTP.1 Write 
arguments to 
support claims 
with clear reasons 
and relevant 
evidence. 

a) Introduce 
claim(s).  

b) Support 
claim(s) with 
logical reasoning 
and relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing claim(s).  

c) Use precise 
language and 

opposing 
claim(s).  

Write a clear, 
effective topic 
sentence that 
introduces the 
topic of a 
paragraph 

Vary my 
sentence 
structure  

Maintain a 
consistent 
style and tone 
when writing  

 

 

 

topic is valid 
and logical.  
 
 

response to the literature 
with textual evidence, 
including details, 
descriptions, and 
quotations from the 
poem.  

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 
 



content-specific 
vocabulary.  

d) Use appropriate 
transitions to 
create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  

ACT – EXJ 301 

           FOC 301 

6.SL.CC.2 
Interpret 
information 
presented in 
diverse media 
formats; explain 
how source 
information 
contributes to a 
topic, text, or issue 
under study.  

6.SL.CC.3 Explain 
a speaker’s 
argument and 
specific claims, 
distinguishing 
claims that are 
supported by 
reasons and 
evidence from 
claims that are 
not.  



Weeks 
4-6 

 

Required Reading: 

Excerpt from Rosa 
Parks: My Story 
(800L, 
Informational)  

“The Story Behind 
the Bus” (1140L, 
Informational)  

“Rosa” (Poetry)  

Additional 
Selected Reading 
Material  

 

 

6.RI.KID.2 
Determine a 
central idea of a 
text and how it is 
conveyed through 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary.  

ACT – IDT 301 

6.RI.KID.3 
Analyze in detail 
how a key 
individual, event, 
or idea is 
introduced, 
illustrated, and 
developed in a 
text.  

ACT – IDT 301 

6.RI.CS.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative, and 
technical 
meanings; analyze 
the impact of 
specific words 
choices, including 
allusions to other 
texts.  

Students will: 

Understand 
and implement 

close reading 
techniques 

Determine a 
theme or 
central idea of 
a text and 
analyze its 
development 

Analyze how a 
key individual, 
event, or idea 
is introduced 

Analyze how a 
key individual 
is illustrated 
and developed 
in a text text, 
including 
figurative, and 
technical 
meanings; 
analyze the 
impact of 
specific words 
choices, 
including 
allusions to 
other texts.  

Support 
claim(s) with 

Students will 

understand that 

a flashback is 

an interruption 

in the 
chronological 

order of a 

narrative to 

show an event 

that happened 

earlier. 

 

Students will 
understand 

cause and 

effect 

relationships 	
within the 

social, political, 

and historical 
contexts of the 

time period.  

 

Students will 

understand 

Rosa Parks 

purpose in 

What is civil 
disobedience?  

In what ways is 
a bus boycott 
an act of civil 
disobedience? 

Why do you 
think Rosa 
Parks: My 
Story is the title 
of the story? 
What were the 
major events 
that took place 
on the bus? 
 
How is Rosa 
Parks 
introduced and 
how are her 
character traits 
are illustrated? 
 
Based on the 
textual 
evidence, why 
do you think 
Rosa Parks 
chose to remain 
on the bus? 
 
Rosa Parks 
was "tired of 

flashback 
civil 
disobedience 
public transit 
discrimination 
warrant 
manhandled 
complied 
confronting 
volatile 
custody 
warrant 
complied 
inequities 
segregation 
unconstitutional 
volatile 
integrated  
 
 
 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 16 & 17 
 
Unit 4 Review 
 

StudySync Close Read 
Assignment: Rosa Parks: 
My Story and “The Story 
Behind the Bus” both tell 
about Rosa Parks’ 
famous refusal to give up 
her seat on a 
Montgomery bus. 
However, each author 
writes for a different 
purpose and from a 
different point of view. 
How are the two 
presentations of the 
same event similar and 
different? Use your 
understanding of the 
content as well as 
purpose, style, and point 
of view to compare and 
contrast the two texts. 
Introduce your writing 
with a thesis statement. 
Support your thesis 
statement with well-
organized evidence from 
the texts, including facts, 
details, and quotations. 
Use precise language to 
explain information, and 
include transitions as 
needed to connect ideas. 
Remember to maintain a 
formal style in your 
writing and to reinforce 
your thesis statement in 
your conclusion.  

StudySync Close Read 
Assignment: At first 



ACT – WME 301, 
302 

6.W.TTP.1 Write 
arguments to 
support claims 
with clear reasons 
and relevant 
evidence. 

c) Organize the 
reasons and 
evidence clearly 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among claim(s) 
and reasons.  

e) Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented.  

g) Use appropriate 
transitions to 
create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  

h) Use varied 
sentence structure 
to enhance 

logical 
reasoning and 
relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing 
claim(s).  

Analyze how 
the structure of 
a text 
contributes to 
the 
development 
of the theme, 
setting, or plot.  

Write an 
effective thesis 
statement . 

Effectively 
integrate both 
full and partial 
quotations.  

Use 
appropriate 
transitions to 
create 
cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas 
and concepts.  

writing her 

autobiography. 

 

Students will 

understand 
how to identify 

and analyze 

poetic structure 

and word 

relationships. 

 
 
  
 
 

giving in." What 
does this 
mean? 
 
Was Rosa 
Parks a "test 
case" for the 
NAACP? 
 
 
 

 

 

glance, Rita Dove’s 
poem “Rosa” appears 
simple. However, once 
readers begin to unpack 
Dove’s compact use of 
poetic structure and 
language, they find that 
looks are deceiving. How 
does Dove use structure 
and language to create a 
portrait of the subject of 
her poem, Rosa Parks? 
Use your understanding 
of poetic structure, 
denotation and 
connotation, and word 
relationships to discuss 
the relationships among 
form, language, and 
meaning. Support your 
writing with textual 
evidence. 

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 

 



meaning and 
reader interest.  

ACT – EXJ 301 

           FOC 301 

 

 

 

Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented.  

Vary my 
sentence 
structure. 

Maintain a 
consistent 
style and tone 
when writing, 

 

 

 

Week 7 Culmination of all 
texts 

 

6.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce and 
publish writing and 
to collaborate with 
others; type a 
complete product 
in a single sitting 
as defined in W.1-
3.  

ACT – FOC 301 

6.W.TTP.1 Write 
arguments to 
support claims 
with clear reasons 
and relevant 
evidence.  

Students will  

Introduce 
claim(s). 

Support 
claim(s) with 
logical 
reasoning and 
relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing 
claim(s). 

Use precise 
language and 
content-
specific 
vocabulary.  

Students will 
understand that 

comparing and 

contrasting one 

author’s 

presentation of 

historical 

events with that 

of another is 
key to 

understanding 

how point of 

view shapes 

history. 

 

Why do you 
think Rosa 
Parks decided 
to write her 
autobiography 
late in life?  

 

Collaborate 
Produce 
Publish 
 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 18 & 19 
 

Q3 Extended Writing: 
Every day the media run 
headlines celebrating 
heroes among us. The 
firefighter who charges 
into the burning building 
to save an infant is a 
hero. The nurse who 
risks her own life to help 
patients with infectious 
diseases—she’s a hero 
too. What qualities do all 
heroes have in common? 
What makes one person 
more heroic than 
another?  

Recognizing that not 
everyone agrees on what 
it means to be a hero or 
who our heroes are, write 
an argumentative essay 
that identifies an 



a)Introduce 
claim(s).  

b)  Support 
claim(s) with 
logical reasoning 
and relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing claim(s). 

c) Organize the 
reasons and 
evidence clearly 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among claim(s) 
and reasons.   

d) Use credible 
sources and 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the topic or source 
material.  

f) Use precise 
language and 
content- specific 
vocabulary.  

g) Use appropriate 
transitions to 
create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships 

Use 
appropriate 
transitions to 
create 
cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas 
and concepts.  

Use varied 
sentence 
structure to 
enhance 
meaning and 
reader interest.  

Organize the 
reasons and 
evidence 
clearly and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among 
claim(s) and 
reasons.  

Use credible 
sources and 
demonstrate 
an 
understanding 
of the topic or 
source 
material.  

Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 

Students will 

understand the 

causes and 

effects of Rosa 

Parks’s famous 
refusal to give 

up her seat on 

a Montgomery 

bus within the 

social, political, 

and historical 

contexts of the 

time period. 
 

individual from the 
selections in this unit who 
you feel best exemplifies 
the qualities of a hero.  

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 

 

 

 



among ideas and 
concepts.  

h) Use varied 
sentence structure 
to enhance 
meaning and 
reader interest.  

h) Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented.  

i) Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style.  

ACT – EXJ 301 

           FOC 301 

        ORI 301, 302 

USL - 301 

conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented.  

Establish and 
maintain a 
formal style  

 

 

 

 

 

Weeks 
8-9 

 

Required Reading: 

Students 
independently find 
websites, books, 
articles, and other 
texts to support 
their research 
question. 

6.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce and 
publish writing and 
to collaborate with 
others; type a 
complete product 
in a single sitting 

Students will: 

Conduct 
research to 
answer a 
question 

Students will 

understand 
how  to 

evaluate the 

validity of a 

source before 

using 

How is 
language and 
text structure 
critical in the 
development 
and 
presentation of 
a research 
assignment? 

inspire 

multimedia 
credibility 

bibliography 

resources 

relevant 

validity 

Research and 
presentations based on 
teacher and student-
generated research 
questions related to the 
texts and topics in this 
unit.  



 

 

as defined in W.1-
3  

6.W.RBPK.7 
Conduct research 
to answer a 
question, drawing 
on multiple 
sources and 
refocusing the 
inquiry when 
appropriate.  

6.W.RBPK.8 
Integrate relevant 
and credible 
information from 
print and digital 
sources; quote or 
paraphrase the 
data and 
conclusions of 
others while 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
providing basic 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources.  

6.W.RBPK.9 
Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, 
reflections, or 
research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational texts, 

Draw on 
multiple 
sources 

Refocus the 
research 
question when 
appropriate 

Integrate 
relevant and 
credible 
information 
from print and 
digital sources 

Quote or 
paraphrase 
data and 
conclusions of 
others  

Avoid 
plagiarism 
Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources  

Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, 
reflections, or 
research with 
evidence 

Include 
multimedia 
and visual 

information 

from that 

source. 

 

Students will 
understand 

how to use 

multiple 

resources in 

order to create 

an indepent 

research 

project using 
technology and 

building on the 

SAMR model. 

Students will 

understand to 

include relevant 

facts, 
definitions, and 

concrete 

details. 

 

Students will 

understand to  

use precise 

 
What does it 
mean to be a 
hero? 
 
Who, from the 
past or present, 
is widely called 
a hero?  
 
How are 
individuals 
heroic in going 
about the tasks 
of daily life?  
What attributes 
and qualities 
are generally 
considered 
heroic?  
 
What role can 
heroic 
individuals play 
in improving 
society and the 
lives of others?  
 

What is the 
most interesting 
or surprising 
lesson this unit 
has taught you 
about what it 

formulate 

 
Study Sync 
Academic 
Vocabulary 
Lesson 20 & 21 
 
Unit 5 Review 
 
 

Possible topics include:  

How might a hero be 
portrayed in different 
versions of a story? 
Choose a story about a 
fiction or nonfiction hero, 
and compare and 
contrast how that 
individual is portrayed in 
two or more different 
forms or mediums. For 
example, you might 
choose a newspaper 
article about a heroic 
person and a fictionalized 
version of that person’s 
story in a movie; a poem 
about a Revolutionary 
War hero and a painting 
of that person; an 
animated television 
series based on a 
mythical hero and a text 
version of the same tale. 
How are the portrayals of 
the hero similar and 
different? Explain what 
each version 
communicates about the 
meaning of heroism.  

What events in the past 
have led to a change in a 
whole nation, culture, or 



applying grade 6 
standards for 
reading.  

6.SL.PKI.5 Include 
multimedia 
components and 
visual displays in 
presentations to 
clarify information.  

 

 

displays into 
presentations 
to clarify 
information 
from print and 
digital sources  

Quote or 
paraphrase 
data and 
conclusions of 
others  

Avoid 
plagiarism 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources  

Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, 
reflections, or 
research with 
evidence  

Include 
multimedia 
and visual 
displays into 
presentations 
to clarify 
information  

  

language and, 

when 

appropriate, 

domain-specific 

vocabulary.  
 

 

means to be a 
hero? 

How might the 
stories of heroic 
individuals from 
fiction and real 
life, from the 
past and from 
the present, be 
used to inspire 
us today? 

What topics 
from the 
reading are you 
most interested 
in learning more 
about? 

 
 
 

religion? Choose one 
event that had such wide 
influence and identify an 
individual who is 
generally considered a 
hero of that event. What 
role did the individual 
play in the event, and 
what effects did his or 
her efforts have on 
others who participated 
in the event? What 
impact did the hero have 
in shaping the outcome 
of the event? Based on 
your research, consider 
the larger questions: 
Have ideas about 
heroism changed and, if 
so, how? How important 
are heroes in influencing 
historical events?  

• Research several 
individuals who 
undertook heroic 
personal actions that 
eventually had a wider 
impact on society. Do 
research to find out the 
motivation for each 
action, the challenges 
faced by each individual, 
the strategies used to 
overcome them, and the 



The following standards are 
taught and reinforced every 

quarter: 

Reading Literature/Informational Text  

6.RL/RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual evidence to support 
conclusions.  

6.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, 
with a gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed. 

6.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with a gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed.  

Writing  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ultimate impact of each 
action on society. After 
you have done your 
research, decide which 
heroic action produced 
the greatest impact. 
Present your claim in an 
argument. Use sound 
reasoning and supporting 
evidence to back up your 
claim.  

Study Sync Reading Unit 
Assessment 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 



6.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

6.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 6.) 

6.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.  

Speaking and Listening  

6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions o 6th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly.  

6.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details 
to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  

6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate.  

Language  

6.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
a. When reading or listening, explain the function of pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent 
agreement). b. When writing or speaking, use pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent agreement) 
effectively. 
c. When reading and listening, explain the function of phrases and clauses. 
d. When writing or speaking, use simple, compound, and complex sentences.  

6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
When reading or writing, explain the functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off parenthetical elements 
and use them correctly to do so.  

6.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style; maintain 
consistency in style and tone.  



6.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 6th grade-
level text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. c. Consult 
reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

 6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain- sp ecific words and phrases; 
develop vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

  
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

                                          6th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 
                                     Q4 Writing Focus: Narrative and Review 

                                    Driving Question: When should we stand up for others and ourselves?  

4th 
Quarter 

Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Required 
Reading: 

The Monsters are 
Due on Maple 
Street (Drama)  

Required Shorter 
Texts: 

Excerpt from A 
Wrinkle in Time 
(740L, Fiction)  

Excerpt from Red 
Scarf Girl (740L, 
Informational)  

 

Excerpt from The 
Circuit: Stories 

6.RL.KID.3 Describe 
how the plot of a story 
or drama unfolds, as 
well as how the 
characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution.  

ACT – REL 301, 302 

6.RL.CS.6 Explain how 
an author 
establishes and 
conveys the point of 
view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text.  

ACT – PPV 301 

6.RI.IKI.9 Compare 
and contrast two or 
more authors’ 

Students will: 

Describe how 
characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution.  

Explain how an author 
establishes point of 
view.  

Explain how an author 
conveys point of view. 

Compare and contrast 
two author’s 
presentation of the 
same topic. 

Students 
understand 
how to refer to 
details from the 
text to explain, 
as well as 
include both 
ideas that are 
directly stated 
and ideas that 
they have 
inferred from 
clues in the 
text. 
 
Students will 
understand 
how to use 
details from the 
text to write a 

  
Have you ever 
felt that you or 
someone else 
was treated 
unfairly?  
 
When you 
experienced an 
injustice, did 
you feel the 
need to stand 
up for yourself 
or for another 
person?  
 
What motivated 
you to take a 
stance?  
 

 
columnist 
hanging judge 
kangaroo 
court  
ham radio  
firing squad 
search warrant 
beneficial 
incriminate 
insomnia 
idiosyncrasy 
dense 
contorted  
boring 
preliminary 
impressionable 
obliquely 
gallivanting  

Narrative: (not in 
StudySync) After 
reading the excerpt 
from A Wrinkle in 
Time, continue the 
narrative from where 
it ended. What 
happens next? Be 
sure to use elements 
of the setting, plot, 
and characters you 
observed in the 
excerpt. Use narrative 
techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and 
description when 
appropriate, to 
develop experiences, 



from the Life of a 
Migrant Child 
(730L, Fiction)  

Additional 
Selected Reading 
Material  

 

  

  

 

presentation of the 
same 
topic or event.  

ACT – SYN 201 

6.RI.KID.3 Analyze in 
detail how a key 
individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, 
illustrated, and 
developed in a text.  

ACT – REL 301, 302 

6.RI.CS.4 Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative, 
and technical 
meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific 
words choices, 
including allusions to 
other texts. 

ACT – WME 301  

6.W.TTP.3 Write 
narratives (fiction and 
nonfiction) to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events 
using effective 
techniques, relevant 
descriptive details,  

Analyze how a key 
individual, event, or 
idea is introduced.  

Analyze how a key 
individual is illustrated 
and developed in a 
text.  

Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and point of 
view and introducing a 
speaker/narrator 
and/or 
participants/characters.  

Organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically.  

Create a smooth 
progression of 
experiences or events.  

Use narrative 
techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and 
description when 
appropriate, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

constructed 
responses to 
explain 
inferences. 
 
Students will 
understand 
how to 
compare and 
contrast 
different media 
versions of the 
same text, such 
as the print 
version of a 
drama to its 
adaptation on 
television, 
students can 
gain an 
appreciation of 
how medium 
affects plot 
events, 
settings, 
characters, and 
the overall 
message 
communicated 
in a text.  
  
Students will 
understand that 
identifying how 
characters both 

Did your 
actions result in 
a positive 
outcome?  

In what ways is 
fear an emotion 
that spreads 
like a virus from 
person to 
person? 

What did you 
learn about the 
mysterious 
figure? 

Is there 
anything about 
the story that 
you don't 
understand? 

How did the 
crowd make 
the situation 
worse? 
 
What is the 
writer's point of 
view? 
 
What was the 
most likely 
cause of the 

educable 
reform testify 
condemning 
conviction  
circuit detect 
acquired 
foreman 
savoring 
hesitantly  
 
 
Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 22 & 
23 

events, and/or 
characters.  

Expository: 
(StudySync Close 
Read Assignment, 
Question 5) In what 
ways does the use of 
first-person point of 
view allow readers to 
better understand the 
challenges Francisco 
faces in The Circuit? 
In what ways might a 
third-person point of 
view give readers a 
different 
understanding of 
these challenges? 
Annotate your ideas 
and highlight 
evidence from the text 
that supports them.  

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 



and well-structured 
event sequences.  

ACT – FOC 301 

           ORG 301 

a) Engage and orient 
the reader by 
establishing a context 
and point of view and 
introducing a 
speaker/narrator 
and/or 
participants/characters.  

b) Organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically.  

c) Create a smooth 
progression of 
experiences or events.  

d) Use narrative 
techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and 
description when 
appropriate, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters.  

e) Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
signal shifts, and show 
the relationships 

Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
signal shifts, and show 
the relationships 
among experiences 
and events.  

Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion 
that reflects on the 
narrated experiences 
or events.  

Use precise words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and 
sensory language to 
convey experiences 
and events. 

Cite textual evidence 
to support conclusions 

Write a clear, effective 
topic sentence that 
introduces the topic of 
a paragraph. 

Vary sentence 
structure.  

influence and 
react to plot 
events is key to 
understanding 
a story.  
 
Students will 
understand 
how writer’s 
use 
denotations or 
connotations of 
words and 
phrases for 
support in 
writing. 
 
Students will 
understand the 
function and 
impact of a 
particular point 
of view in a 
particular text 
increases a 
reader’s 
understanding 
of characters 
and events. 
 
 
 
 

events in the 
story? 
 
Who was the 
true monster in 
the play? Why? 
Be sure to 
support your 
ideas with 
evidence from 
the text. 

If you could 
travel backward 
or forward in 
time, where 
would you go 
and why? 

Are you able to 
think of any 
examples in 
history, film, or 
literature where 
leaders have 
tried to gain 
power by 
controlling 
communication, 
speech, or free 
thought? 

What sort of 
textual 
evidence, 

Measuring Up Skills 
Check 

 

 



among experiences 
and events.  

f) Craft an effective 
and relevant 
conclusion that reflects 
on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

g) Use precise words 
and phrases, 
relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory 
language to convey 
experiences and 
events.  

6.RI.CS.6 Determine 
an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a 
text and explain how it 
is conveyed in a text.  

6.W.TP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a 
topic and convey 
ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of 
relevant content.  

a) Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to prepare 
the reader for what is 
to follow.  

Maintain a consistent 
style and tone when 
writing. 

Determine an author’s 
point of view and 
analyze its effect.  

Write informative 
essay with a clear 
introduction, organized 
body paragraphs with 
evidence, and a 
relevant conclusion.  

Use appropriate 
transitions grade-level 
appropriate 
vocabulary.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

including 
quotations, 
details, and 
examples, does 
the writer use 
to support his 
or her writing 
and 
understanding 
of point of 
view? 

How well has 
the writer 
identified 
aspects of the 
story that might 
be changed by 
changing the 
point of view? 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



b) Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies. 

ACT – FOC 301 

           ORG 301 

 

 

 

Weeks  

4-7 

This 
window 
includes 

the 
state 

testing 
window. 

 

 

Required 
Reading: 

The Monsters are 
Due on Maple 
Street (Drama)  

Required Shorter 
Texts:  

Excerpt from Les 
Miserables (780L, 
Fiction)  

“Bullying in 
Schools” 
Point/Counterpoint 
(1050L, 
Informational)  

“Children of the 
Dust Bowl: The 
True Story of the 
School at 
Weedpatch 
Camp” (1200L, 
Informational)  

6.RL.KID.2 Determine 
a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze 
its development • over 
the course of the text; 
provide an 
objective summary.  

ACT- IDT 301 

6.RL.KID.3 Describe 
how the plot of a • 
story or drama unfolds, 
as well as how the 
characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution.  

ACT – REL 301, 302 

6.RI.CS.6 Determine 
an author’s point of • 
view or purpose in a 
text and explain how it 
is conveyed in a text.  

ACT – PPV 301 

Students will: 

Understand and 
implement close 
reading techniques.  

Determine a theme of 
a text and analyze its 
development. 

Describe how 
characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution.  

Write an effective 
thesis statement.  

Effectively integrate 
both full and partial 
quotations.  

Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 

Students will 
understand that 
determining the 
theme in a text 
is a key to 
understanding 
a work of 
literature. 
 
Students will 
know how to 
identify and 
analyze the 
development of 
theme. 
 
Students will 
understand that  
infographics, 
are text 
features used 
in popular 
media, and 
how this 
feature 
contributes to a 
reader’s 

What theme 
does the writer 
identify? 
 
What textual 
evidence does 
the writer cite 
to support this 
theme? 
 
What clues can 
you find that 
contribute to 
the 
development of 
the story's 
theme? 
 
How do the 
characters' 
actions help 
you identify the 
theme of a 
story? 
 
What does the 
story tell you 

 
stupefaction 
benediction 
perdition 
venerable 
abomination  
repercussions 
venue 
perpetrator 
civility 
tolerance  
rejection 
shiftless 
epidemics 
sanitation 
opposition  
 
Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 24 
25, & 26 
 
Study Sync 
Unit 6 Review 

Informative/Expository 
Review: StudySync 
Close Read 
Assignment: The 
Bishop, who sees 
goodness in Valjean 
and wants him to lead 
an honest life, implies 
to the gendarmes that 
Valjean did not steal 
the silver. Does his 
wish to help Valjean, 
to stand up for him, 
justify what he tells 
the gendarmes? What 
other reasons might 
he have had for 
acting as he does? 
Write a brief essay 
explaining how the 
Bishop’s words and 
actions in relation to 
Valjean, particularly in 
the presence of the 
gendarmes, help 
reveal the story’s 
theme. Use relevant, 



Additional 
Selected Reading 
Material  

 

 

 

6.RI.IKI.8 Trace and 
evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims 
that are supported by 
reasons and evidence 
from claims that are 
not. 

ACT – SYN 201, 301 

           ARG 201, 301 

6.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
text to examine a topic 
and convery ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of 
relevant content. 

a) Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to prepare 
the reader for what is 
to follow.  

b) Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
effective strategies to 
create cohesion and 
aid in comprehension.  

c) Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, 

among ideas and 
concepts.  

Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion. 

Vary sentence 
structure. 

Maintain a consistent 
style and tone when 
writing.  

 

 

understanding 
of complex 
information. 
 
Students will 
understand 
how to  
examine two 
points of view 
with regard to a 
controversial 
issue, as well 
as identify point 
and 
counterpoint. 
 
Students will 
understand 
how to trace 
and evaluate 
arguments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about the 
author's view of 
society? 
 
 
 
 
 

well-organized textual 
evidence to develop 
your ideas.  

Argumentative 
Review: StudySync 
Close Read 
Assignment: The 
“Point” and 
“Counterpoint” 
authors offer two 
points of view on 
whether schools are 
doing enough to 
prevent bullying. Both 
offer reasons and 
evidence to support 
their claims. If you 
trace and evaluate 
the argument and 
specific claim of each 
author, which author 
is most convincing? 
Which author most 
effectively uses 
reasons and evidence 
to support his or her 
claim? Does one 
author cite more 
credible sources? Use 
your understanding of 
purpose and point of 
view as you evaluate 
the argument in each 
passage. Support 



definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples.  

e) Craft an effective 
and relevant 
conclusion.  

g) Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest  

ACT – FOC 301 

           ORG 301 

6.W.TTP.1 Write 
arguments to support 
claims with clear 
rasoning and relevant 
e0vidence. 

g) Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.  

i) Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest.  

c) Organize the 
reasons and evidence 

your own argument 
and claim with 
relevant and well- 
organized evidence 
from the texts.  

Study Sync Reading 
Comprehension 
Assessments 
 
Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 

 

 

 



clearly and clarify the 
relationships among 
claim(s) and reasons.  

e) Craft an effective 
and relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the argument 
presented.  

ACT – EXI 301 

           FOC 301 

           ORG 301 
Weeks 

8-end of 
year 

 

Required 
Reading: 

None 

Required Shorter 
Texts:  

Students 
independently find 
websites, books, 
articles, and other 
texts to support 
their research 
question  

 

Additional 
Selected Reading 
Material  

6.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing and to 
collaborate with others; 
type a complete 
product in a single 
sitting as defined in 
W.1-3.  

ACT -  FOC 301 

6.W.RBPK.7 Conduct 
research to answer a 
question, drawing on 
multiple sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate. 

ACT -  FOC 301 

Students will: 

Conduct research to 
answer a question. 

Draw on multiple 
sources.  

Refocus the research 
question when 
appropriate. 

Integrate relevant and 
credible information 
from print and digital 
sources.  

Quote or paraphrase 
data and conclusions 
of others. 

Students will 
know how to  
complete topic-
specific group 
research 
projects 
connected to 
the unit theme 
and essential 
question. 
 
Students will 
know how to 
complete topic-
specific group 
research 
projects 
connected to 
the unit theme 
and essential 
question. 

How do we 
judge if 
someone who 
takes action 
against 
perceived 
injustice or 
danger is 
responding 
courageously 
or acting 
rashly?  
 
What motivates 
people to stand 
up for 
themselves or 
others? 
 
How do the film 
and novel 
versions of the 
same story 
portray the 

Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 27 & 
28 
 
Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 29 
30, & 31 
 
Unit 7 Review 
 
Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 32 & 
33 
 
Study Sync 
Vocabulary 
Lessons 34 & 
35 

Research and 
presentations based 
on teacher and 
student-generated 
research questions 
related to the texts 
and topics in this unit.  

Possible topics 
include:  

Throughout history, 
groups of people 
have united to take a 
stand against 
injustices. Choose a 
historical event in 
which a group was 
inspired to stand up 
for its members’ rights 
or beliefs. Describe 
the challenge and 
discuss actions that 



 

 

6.W.RBPK.8 Integrate 
relevant and credible 
information from print 
and digital sources; 
quote or paraphrase 
the data and 
conclusions of others 
while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
providing basic 
bibliographic 
information for sources 

ACT -  FOC 301.  

6.W.RBPK.9 Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, 
or research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational texts, 
applying grade 6 
standards for reading.  

ACT -  FOC 301 

6.SL.PKI.5 Include 
multimedia 
components and visual 
displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information.  

ACT -  FOC 301 

 

Avoid plagiarism.  

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information for 

sources.
 

Support 

interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, 
or research with 
evidence.  

Include multimedia and 
visual displayce into 
presentations to clarify 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Students will 
know how to 
practice, apply, 
and reinforce 
the following 
Tennessee 
standards for 
reading 
literature and 
informational 
texts, writing 
explanatory 
pieces, 
conducting 
research 
projects, 
providing 
bibliographic 
information for 
sources, and 
speaking and 
listening. 

 
 

society in which 
that story takes 
place?  

What are some 
of the causes 
that bring a 
group of people 
together?  

In what ways 
have people’s 
actions 
impacted 
today’s 
society?  

How might an 
individual or 
group of 
infividuals 
motivate others 
to take a 
stance? 
 
What was the 
outcome after 
people took a 
stand in what 
they believed? 
  
Did the 
strength of 
more people 
help achieve 

 
Unit 8 Review 
 
 
 
 

they took against the 
injustice. In what 
ways have their 
actions impacted 
today’s society?  

Research a current 
event in which people 
have joined together 
to take a stand 
against an injustice or 
in response to a 
challenging situation. 
What was the cause 
that brought the group 
of people together? 
How have they joined 
together to take a 
stance? What was the 
outcome after they 
took a stance? Did 
the strength of more 
people help achieve 
their desired 
outcome? Explain the 
events that motivated 
this group, the 
outcome of their 
stance, and the 
influence it has on 
society today or in the 
future.  

How might an 
individual motivate 
others to take a 
stance? Research an 
important historical 
figure who has helped 
others to stand up for 



The following standards are 
taught and reinforced ecery 

quarter: 

Reading Literature/Informational Text  

6.RL/RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual evidence to support conclusions. 
6.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a 
gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their desired 
outcome? 
 
What are the 
positive and/or 
negative 
influences on 
society from 
the actions of 
the individuals 
or group of 
individuals? 

their beliefs. Explain 
how the individual 
helped others to find 
their voice. In what 
ways was his or her 
influence positive? In 
what ways was it 
negative?  

Study Sync Blasts 
 
Vocabulary Quiz 
 
Grammar 
Assessment 
 
Measuring Up Skills 
Check 



6.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
a gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed  

Writing  

• 6.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  

• 6.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 
1–3 up to and including grade 6.)  

• 6.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences.  

Speaking and Listening  

6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions o 6th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly.  

6.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  

6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
orappropriate.  

Language  

6.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
a. Whenreadingorlistening,explainthefunctionofpronouns(case,intensivepronouns,pronounantecedentagreement). b. When writing 
or speaking, use pronouns (case, intensive pronouns, pronoun antecedent agreement) effectively. 
c. When reading and listening, explain the function of phrases and clauses.  

d. When writing or speaking, use simple, compound, and complex sentences. 
6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading or 



writing, explain the functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off parenthetical elements and use them correctly to do 
so. 
6.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style; maintain consistency in 
style and tone. 
6.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 6th grade-level text by 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. c. Consult reference 
materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain- specific words and phrases; develop 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
   
                      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




